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The big day is almost here (less than 2 months). So we’ve put together some 
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About Puerto Rico

The history of Puerto Rico began with the settlement of the archipelago of Puerto Rico by the Ortoiroid people 
between 3000 and 2000 BC. Other tribes, such as the Saladoid and Arawak Indians, populated the island between 430 
BC and 1000 AD. At the time of Christopher Columbus's arrival in the New World in 1492, the dominant indigenous 
culture was that of the Taínos. The Taíno culture died out during the latter half of the 16th century because of 
exploitation by Spanish settlers, the war they waged on the Taíno, and diseases introduced by the invaders.

Located in the northeastern Caribbean Sea, Puerto Rico formed a key part of the Spanish Empire from the early years 
of the exploration, conquest and colonization of the New World. The island was a major military post during many 
wars between Spain and other European powers for control of the region in the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries. The 
smallest of the Greater Antilles, Puerto Rico was a stepping-stone in the passage from Europe to Cuba, Mexico, Central 
America, and the northern territories of South America. Throughout most of the 19th century until the conclusion of 
the Spanish–American War, Puerto Rico and Cuba were the last two Spanish colonies in the New World; they served 
as Spain's final outposts in a strategy to regain control of the American continents.

In 1898, during the Spanish–American war, Puerto Rico was invaded and subsequently became a possession of the 
United States. The first half of the 20th century was marked by the struggle to obtain greater democratic rights from 
the United States. The Foraker Act of 1900, which established a civil government, and the Jones Act of 1917, which 
granted Puerto Ricans U.S. citizenship, paved the way for the drafting of Puerto Rico's Constitution and the 
establishment of democratic elections in 1952. However, the political status of Puerto Rico, a Commonwealth 
controlled by the United States, remains an anomaly more than 500 years after the first Europeans settled the island.



Travel Information

Puerto Rico is a commonwealth of the USA, so no Passport is required, electrical 
plugs/voltage (120/60) are the same, currency is the same, and almost everyone 
speaks English. Time zone is Atlantic (GMT/UTS -4) and is the same as Eastern 
Time in May.

Puerto Rico is part of the Caribbean, so expect a conservative laid back attitude, 
relaxed service at restaurants and very friendly people.

May is the beginning of the rainy season in the Caribbean, so expect short daily 
showers and bring a light rain coat or umbrella. Temperatures can reach 90 
degrees during the day, with mid 70’s in the evening. Bring and wear lots of 
sunscreen as we will be closer to the equator. For help with packing, visit http://
upl.codeq.info

Local food is not spicy and tends to be more fried. Seafood, chicken, & plantains, 
are local favorites, but all mainland foods can be found.
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Sights in Puerto Rico

Old San Juan - Historic Buildings, Shopping, Catedral de San Juan, Bacardi Rum 
Distillery, Fuerte San Felipe del Morro

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_San_Juan

Castillo de San Felipe del Morro - Puerto Rico’s Best Known Fortress
http://www.nps.gov/archive/saju/morro.html

El Yunque National Rain Forest - Hiking, Eco Tours, & Waterfalls
http://www.elyunque.com/elportal.htm

Arecibo Observatory - The Famous Radio Telescope
http://www.naic.edu

Rio Camuy Cave Park - Ancient Caves
http://topuertorico.org/city/camuy.shtml

Ponce - Puerto Rico’s Second Largest City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ponce,_Puerto_Rico

Salinas - Some of the Best Seafood in Puerto Rico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salinas,_Puerto_Rico

Culebra - A Quiet Island with Great Beaches & Diving
http://www.islaculebra.com/index.htm

Vieques - An Island with some of the most Pristine Beaches
http://www.vieques-island.com/

For complete maps and links, visit our website: www.kimandvenson.com 
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Getting to the Resort

The El Conquistador Resort & Golden Door Spa is located on the northeastern tip 
of Puerto Rico, near the El Yunque Rain Forest. It is about 35 miles from the Luis 
Muñoz Marin International Airport in San Juan, but takes between 1-1.5 hours, 
depending on traffic.

Since signage is not very good, chances are you will get lost, so we recommend 
taking the resort shuttle from the airport. Cost is about $34/pp each way and 
should be prior arranged by calling the resort. The shuttle is located in Terminal C, 
near the tourist office. The air-conditioned shuttles offer a welcome video and 
ability to check-in on the way to the resort.

If you do plan on driving, get a good map or GPS. On the following pages, there 
are some additional maps and driving directions.



Detail On 
Next Page

Map & Directions

Click Here for 
Google 

Directions
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Map & Directions



Resort Activities

Think of El Conquistador Resort & Golden Door Spa as a taste of paradise. With 
easy access to world-class golf, wind surfing, scuba diving, and fishing. Here are 
some highlights, but find out more at www.elconresort.com.

Palomino Private Island and Beach
18-Hole, 72 par Arthur Hills Golf Course
Golden Door Spa
Coqui Water Park
Casino
23 Restaurants, Bars, & Lounges (yes, there is a Starbucks)
Private Marina with Deep Sea Fishing & Scuba Diving
7 Outdoor Pools, with Swim-Up Bars, & Poolside Dining
7 Tennis Courts
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Agenda of Events

Thursday, May 8th at 6pm
Sunset welcome reception at the Golf Grill (behind the Spa)
A casual event with island inspired food, cocktails & music
A chance to meet everyone and socialize
Take part in some traditional Indian wedding customs
Attire: Caribbean Casual / Indian

Friday, May 9th at 5pm
Wedding ceremony at the Casitas Gardens (in front of the Spa)
Cocktails and appetizers served afterwards in the Garden
Pictures will be taken in and around the Garden
Attire: Smart Casual (collard shirts / light dresses)

Friday, May 9th at 7pm
Wedding reception at the Drake’s Terrace (overlooking the pool)
Served dinner and opportunity to socialize

Saturday, May 10th
Free day on your own. We suggest a tour of Old San Juan, the El Yunque 
Rainforest, or relax on the beach at Palomino island



Resort map
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Hotel Registration

Las Casitas Village 
Registration*

Thu. 6 pm Reception 
at the Golf Grill

Fri. 5 pm Wedding at 
the Casitas Garden

*As you drive through the 
golf course, there will be a 
turn-off to the Las Casitas 
Village. After a security gate, 
take the second right to park 
and go up the stairs for 
registration (on your left). 

5 Fri. 7 pm Reception at 
the Drake’s Terrace
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